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GREEN BAY

Four different Alco models occupy four adjacent stalls in the Norwood roundhouse in
Green Bay in 1969. From left is an ex-CNW RS27 (either 316 or 317); C424 314;
C430 315; and RS11 309. The ex-CNW RS27s were the first GBW units to be painted
in the all-red scheme, replacing the stylish grey-band scheme worn by the Centuries
in this photo. In a few years, the grey band would be gone. Mike Schafer photo
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The temperature is hovering around 20 below as the S.S. City of Midland 41 enters
Kewaunee Harbor to interchange with the GBW on February 16, 1988. This grand
boat, considered by many to be the finest Great Lakes carferry ever, was built for the
Pere Marquette Railway by Manitowoc Shipbuilding in 1941. It was part of the
Chesapeake & Ohio’s fleet when Michigan-Wisconsin Transportation took over car-
ferry operations in 1983. Sadly, the Midland would be retired before the end of
1988, and cut down to a barge in 1997. Ken Craig photo
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The Ahnapee & Western’s entire diesel fleet - GE 70-tonners 601 and 600 - sit outside the
engine house and by the depot at Algoma in 1971. The A&W dieselized in one fell swoop
when they acquired these two units in 1952-53. But they were idled in 1972 when the GB&W
took over A&W operations for the second time in the A&W's history. Mailer-Luedke collection
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Under a fine plume of steam, the Kewaunee, Green Bay & Western’s only Mikado, the
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403, storms west past the signals protecting the Milwaukee Road crossing at Hudson
Street in Green Bay on April 17, 1947. The 403 was one of six 2-8-2s acquired by
the GBW and KGB&W in 1937 and 1939. The only truly modern steam power the
GBW owned, the 400s were well liked by crews for their speed, power and automatic
stokers. But their careers were cut short by the GBW's early dieselization just three

years after this photo was taken. Brad Kniskern photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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Train 2 is reflected in the Trempealeau River west of Whitehall on May 4, 1980, head-
ing east behind C424s 312, 322 and 320. The Trempealeau carved out a gentle
GREEN BAY route through the coulee country on the GBW'’s west end, but it would regularly over-
flow its banks and wash away ballast, roadbed, track and bridges. This part of the
ROUTE GBW has been rejuvenated by Canadian National with 136-pound welded rail and
new ballast, ties and bridges to handle the CN’s booming frac sand business. But the
CN enjoys no truce with the treacherous Trempealeau. Fred B. Hoeser photo
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A crewman rides the caboose as train no. 2 pulls across First Street and into the Wis-
consin Rapids yard. The road crew will take a break as a yard crew switches out the
train before no. 2 continues its run to Green Bay. Caboose 117 (now 617) is pre-
served at the Plover Heritage Park and was restored by GBWHS members several
years ago. Andrew S. Nelson photo
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RS27s 310 and 318 and RS11 309 lean into the tonnage of train no. 1 as they accel-
erate through the Transfer Yard in Green Bay in August 1977. The train is barely out
of Norwood, its freight cars still clattering across the Milwaukee Road diamonds at
the Hudson Street interlocking. Sometime in the early hour darkness of the next
morning, no. 1 will reach its destination of Winona, 213 miles ahead. Dan Luedke
photo
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Well, this is embarrassing. Green Bay, Winona & St. Paul 4-4-0 18 plunged into the
Embarrass River at New London when the bridge collapsed on September 14, 1889.
GBW&StP’s “heavy duty” boom car no. 1 is standing on the bridge ready to go into
action. The GBW's early construction was marked by light rail and spindly bridges,
which would eventually be replaced as traffic grew and the railroad approached
something resembling prosperity. J.C. Dawson photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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Train no. 2, with C424 312 and C420 323 in command, rolls through Marshland on
August 24, 1980. Wisconsin Highway 35 is in the middle of a major reconstruction
that obliterated many traces of the Chicago & North Western’s line to Winona, which
crossed the GBW here. This train crossed the Mississippi River and interchanged
with the Milwaukee Road in Winona the morning this photo was taken. Only six
years later, the GBW’s bridge was condemned, and the Burlington Northern inter-
change at East Winona became the west end of the GBW. Bill Christopher photo
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Erie Western C420 207 switches Norwood Yard in October 1979.
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When this former
Long Island passenger locomotive needed some heavy mechanical work, the Erie
Western sent it to the GBW's capable Norwood Shops.
ERES was unable to pay the bill, so the GBW used the 207 to work off the debt. The
"Blue Goose,” as GBW employees called it, was put to work in the yards at Green Bay
and Wisconsin Rapids. Norwood eventually rebuilt it as Little Rock & Western 101,
chopping the nose in the process. Dan Luedke photo
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Engineer Larry Dennis is ready to depart with 2-6-0 55 at an unknown location.
Dennis hired out on the GBW on July 15, 1937, and retired 40 years later in July
1977 off of the Norwood 2:45 p.m. "Cheese House Job.” To the end, the GBW was a
family railroad, with many siblings and cousins across multiple generations working
for the road. R. Buttolph photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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GBW 52 was one of six Thrall-Door boxcars the GBW acquired in 1971 and 1973.
Their unique design featured moveable doors that made the entire side of the car ac-
GREEN BAY cessible (although not all at once). They were used mostly for plywood sheathing
loads or lumber that could not be exposed to the weather. They were usually as-
ROUTE signed to lumber plants on the BN in Montana, Idaho and Washington state, and did
not spend much time on home rails. The 52 makes an appearance in the Wisconsin
Rapids yard on December 30, 1973. Stan Mailer photo, Mailer-Luedke collection
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road and its affiliates.
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The smallest railroads are often the most interesting. And the Green
Bay & Western packed a lot of fascination into just 248 miles of mainline
and precious few branchlines. The GBW Historical Society’s goal is to
preserve the history and memories of the Green Bay and Western Rail-
We publish a magazine, GBW Lines, to bring
this fascinating railroad to you. Find out more at www.GBWHS.com!
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